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psing Insufance reimbursements und rising consumer -
; I:Irhring’ ‘an increasing number of fomily physicians ol
ngn:d-ng fo Sachit Shah, M.D., a loser surgeon in
bier, Canada, primary core is an ﬂppmpnnru venise for this mar-
g nafural iransifion for family physicians, We are skilled at ireai-
gfient and we hove strong inderpersonal skills, which are very
afic field. It's oll about developing o close relationship just
| prociice.”
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Soprano®t Llaser Overcomes
Disadvantages of Hair Removal Tx

By Bob Kronemyer, Associate Editor

“With the Soprano
laser, patients are able
to tolerate a full series.
Nothing is needed for

pain management.”

Potients cre now experiencing hess
discomfort and shorfer eaiment ses
sions for hoir removal, thonks lo the
Sopranc™, a novel 810 nm diode loser
trom Almo Losars, Inc. [Butfole Grove,
IIL). The Sopronc's new mode of trect-
ment: Super Hoir Removal [SHR) fer IN-
Mation™ hair removal, “allows you to
ireot axiensive areas - such os the back,
legs ond ches - with litlerally no pain,”
commented Eduvaordo Weiss, M.D., o
clinical assaciate professar of dermatal

ond cutanecus surgery al the Miller
School of Medicine, University of
Migmi In Miomi, Fla. “Treotment is clso
faster in this mode ”

In oddition, the Soprano can be wed
in the conventional diods laser mede.
"You ore oble to freat oll skin fypes -
From while skin bo dark skin,” Dr. Waiss
said. Mol pafients are frecled once o
month for a total of theee to five ses-
sians, “Patiants should achieva ai laas
B0% hair reduction, with a fouchup
seasion once every four bo six manths,”
Dyr. Weiss noted.

With other lightbased hair rameval
sysems, male potients moy stop chest
or bock freatments after the first two
shots becouse of the extreme pain.
“But with the Soprenc loser, patients
gre cble to ftolerate a full series.
Mothing is nesded for pain menoge-
ment. Pafients are very hoppy with the
comfurt level and they returning,”
said Dr. Weiss, owner of Hollywood
Dermatclogy ond Cosmatic Spacialists
in Avantura, Flo. In oddition, “treet
mant fime is reduced by obout J30%.
Whereas before o full mele back might
hove foken ot least 30 minutes with
onother system, now it fokes only
obout 20 minubes.”

Dr. Waiss noted that the reatment fip
of the Sopranc™ laser is slightly larger
than tha tip of the competing 810 nm
diode loser thus ancbling fasier trect
ment. The Soprano olso comes with
internal coling and oplional infegrated
oir cooling for even more comiorigble
Irsatmiants.

As of the beginning of April, Marfin
Broun, M.D., madical direcior af the
Vancouver Loser and Skin Care Canire,
Ine. in British Columbia, Canede, was
af the midway point of o study compar-
ing the Sopfanc™ (in the SHR model
with o compefitive |ower. A folal of 35
women ofe baing treated on one |
with the Soprano and the other leg wit
the competifion. Potients are undergo-
ing Five ssssions, spoced once every
Fersr 1 aix woaaks.
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sllfil‘?:l for the Soprano are 10 Hz ot
5 J/em?® o 10 Jem? onby, with six fo
eight passas, compared fo convenficnal
halr ramaoval with the compaiifion.
“With the nnmEHiri'm device, seffings
are as high as the pafient can folercie,”
De. Broun soid. "Eoch pulse is any
whare fram 20 J/em? 1o 50 1/em?." Tha
total energy delivered is octually very
similar, but the Soprano delivers a high-
er gveroge power for less discombort,

Alter complating three sessions of the
study, efficacy appears to be similar for
both the Sepranc and the competition
But whan patients filled out o visual
analog pain scole, comparing ane leg
to the oifer, the pain wos of lecst S0%
less with the Soprano. In the siudy, no
puin managemant % biing e F-e:lr
githpr loser
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